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PLAIN STATE 


OF THE 


ARGUMENT, &c. 


T is agreed on all hands that the 
1 kingdom of r e has 
u 


no power within it, ſuperior to 
its Parliament, and that whatever 
authority the King or any of his go- 
vernors are poſſeſſed of, it is all ſub- 


ſervient to, dependent upon, and 
derived from the Parliament. 


B I ſpeak | 


1 
I ſpeak of the preſent govern- 
ment as ſettled with King William 
the Third at the Revolution. The 
Parliament without a king's conſent 
dethroned one prince and ſet up 
another; and afterwards with the 
conſent of one whom they had 
voted to the throne fixed the ſucceſ- 
ſion. King William the Third 
therefore, and all our kings ſince, 
derived their very exiſtence from 
the Parliament, that is, from the 


Electors of Great-Britain and * 
Peers. 


As this is the fact it would be in- 
conſiſtent to ſay that a King has 
any Payer, at all, but what is de- 
2 rived 


SW 


rived ultimately from the People 
through the Parliament. 


Whatever deeds the King exe- 
cutes as King: whatever govern- 
ments he ſettles ; whatever charters 
he grants muſt, upon this account, 
be ſubje& to the inſpection, the 
controul, the alteration which Par- 
liament from time to time may 
think fit to make. 


The ſettling a colony, is effected 
by the King's granting a charter to a 
number of people, to inhabit and 
cultivate a part of ſome new 405 
quired dominions, which hitherto 
has not had à regular | government 
from Great- Britain. But it would 
B 2 be 


BY | 
be abſurd to the higheſt degree to 
ſuppoſe a King to be able to eſta- 
bliſh laws in a colony which a Par- 
liament could not alter! If he 
could, he might alſo make the ſame 
colony independent; or, in other 
words, he might alienate that i is, 
diſpoſe of a part of the Britiſh Em- 
pire. Thus, if charters 1 by 

"4 the” King are not liable fo the con- 
| troul of a Parliament, a King of 
Great-Britain might make himſelf 
abſolute over all new- conquered, 
pew-ceded, g or hew-diſcovered 15 = 
tries. He might fix what terms he 


pleaſed, Hb. the, charter into 


What, hands, and: for a8 long a 


kd as it oi thought, beſt. It muſt 
then 


1 
then I think be allowed as a certain 
poſition that whatever charters our 
colonies had granted to them, they 
are neceſſarily ſubje& to the Juris- 
diction of Parliament. This is 


equally true whether the Jurisdic- 


tion of Parliament is expreſſed in 
the charter or not. 


The King it is allowed has al- 
tered and withdrawn charters. | Of 


courſe, what the King by his dele- 


gated power can legally do, the 
Parliament by their ſupreme juris- 
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diftion may undoubtedly elle. Tos 


The King iſſues Aproclat 13 tiofis, 
and grants 'tharttts to all new colo- 
nies. He dete the mode of 


gover N- 


1 6 1 

government, cauſes duties to be 
laid on wares, and taxes to be raiſed 
for the ſupport of the government 
of each Province. But if Parliament 
chooſes to alter the modes both of 


B 


taxation and government, I cannot 
ſee the ſhadow of a reaſon againſt the 
legality of their doing it. It may be 
at any diſtance of time, andasthe ſtate 
of the provinces demands, In the firſt 
ſettling a colony, it is ſufficient that 
the King exerts his delegated power, 
and allows the provinces to aſſeſs 
themſelves in a particular manner, 
But, when provinces grow large, 


-populous and powerful, the ſupreme 
jurisdiction of Parliament ſhould. 
always eſtabliſh the mode of go- 


vern- 


' he. 


vernment which is to be purſued. 
And it was the great error of admi- 
nitration in the laſt reign that the 
Parliamentary right of taxing the 
colonies was not eſtabliſhed before 
a war had been entered into, for 
their defence. 

It is ſaid every colony has a right 
to be governed by the laws of the 
parent-ſtate, and to claim the ſame 
privileges which the old ſubjects of 

| that ſtate poſſeſs. This poſition is 
not true. The fact indeed i is that 
L moſt ſtates do follow the plan of 

: their own government in keitlivg 
colonies ; becauſe A is What they 


1 2 


are beſt acquainted with Themes 
But 


E 
But colonies may be controuled by 
ſuch laws as a parent. ſtate judges 
moſt conducive to the joint intereſt 
of both. Laws muſt be adapted to 
the exigencics of climate and coun- 
try, and to the diſpoſition of the 


VEL! 


people. To give of a ſudden to a 
ſet of debauched enervated Aſia- 


tice, the laws by which we are go- 
verned, would be to introduce anar- 


chy and confuſion. To form a 
popular government in provinces 
where the people are totally averſe 
o it, would be doing an injury to 
tl community you govern, and 


is only conſiſtent with the wild 
ſchemes of a violent republican. 


That every ſtate will conſider the 
benefit 


e of its ann muſt be 
l Fr this conduet will 
by 9 ultimately beneficial to the 
whole!" But that a colony ſhould 


claim its” own. laws, and chooſe its 


? T6 4 Le 
own m e of raiſing a revenue,” is 


contrary to the principles of govern n+ 
"uit, pon; e in arg defiance 


— — Aae 
fore to a particular kind of gover f- 
ment cannot be pleaded by any! co- 
-Jonies, + Expedience may, but f 

chat expedience the“ legiflatüre of 
the parenteſiate muff juuget i? 
e N 1 165 N Gp, gi h, v4 
This, xbink; Moe s elearly the 
right hich. a King of Great«Btitaih 
*r "IT? N91 C has 
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has to eſtabliſn laws in, an, infant 
colony, and which a Parliament 
-has to eontroul him afterwards, The 
-argyinent then is in-favoyy, of Great- 


Britain as to the rights of, taxing 
America. 58 T1750 F * 5781 <4 


yieo-eireovioicdirdnomn ow fi er 
an Ant ät- is Oßhe sech hy fome;Great 
Names, that internal taxation is 

e one thing, and legiſlation is ano- 
e ther: that the conſent of a re- 


| 


, $6 preſentative | is neceflaty in the 


N 5 former, but not in the, letter 
enn This is not true. The 


— fame” power is requiſite to forbid 


* 173 ſi: 8 140 Ne 


me a cambric or ſhooting 


TISINDI dg 50. 657 
a pattridge, a8 to: oblige; me to pay 


the land- tax. The ſame power is 
roquiſits 


* 36 


13 J 
teguitite to tat goods exportet to a 
clan ts to raiſe a revenue in that 
colony and it ought to be ſo, for the 
event is juſt the ſame in tak ing the 


money fromthe ſubjett for the uſes of 


the ſtate. To permit the colonies/to 

raiſe their revenue themſclyes, is only 

the ſilenee and indulgence of the ſu- 
preme — * chooſes to 
Ade 20229161) 095 U. missen 


It d ſaid; that the Commons nene 
right of taxing the people. They have the right 


of fixing the ſum, and choofing the mode; and 
the bill muſt originate in that Houſe: but the 
Peers have a negative upon the whole; though 
not upon any individual part a, 5 


| myſt in a nne in every Act of Parlia- 

— 2 4 three eſtates M Par- 
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acquieſce in what the King by bisde- 
legated power has granted in hisehar- 
ter a but if the Parliament will 
ſpecify a new made, no poWer of 
the colonies (without ræebelliom can 
oppple;the execution of thoſe a/s. 
They may remonſtrate, ando begto 
be, continued to exerciſe / their old 
form of, taxing, or aſæ for another. | 
Byt to deny the right is to renounce 


GA z Stella ve 1. n A 43 i l. 5 
This argument which is ws | 
behalf of the colonies would hold 


equally, in behalf, of, all thoſe; ſub- 
Nee In Great hiitrain, Nhe baue no 


le 93 r: ATTIC $5.4 #2* 4 vote 


3 

vote ſor repreſentatives; they thight 
ſay „esel Have no voice in choofing 
ee members of Parliament,” and no 
cen mati has a right to take money 
ht ef pockets without our 
te leave; r the leave of thoſe who 
chat for u. If we are allowed to 
4\haveiaVoteifor Repreſentatives we 
will then admit our ſelves to be 
« taxed, but not before. It is ab- 
ſurd to anſwer this argument, by 
ſay ing, they who have no vote are 
& 4irtuallyrepreſented by.thoſe who 
have,” It is uſing Words without 
meaning.” The plain, truth is, that 
the power, of sboofing repreſenta- 
tives; is put into the e Hands of a few, 
as the government. thought fit: it 
iT — the 
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eauſe of the colonies. 


16 J 
he P. as N chooſe to alter this, 
0 5 They ean, if tliey pleaſe; 
disfranchiſe one ſet of Electors, and 
err to thoſe who have never en- 
yed it it 


Kreta And if tl 


| permit the a colonies to ſend — 


bers s they n may. But no Place What 
ſocrer can claim this privilege a as a 
matter « of Tegal right. 7950 * 
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1 know 1 controvert great opi- 
nions in both! Houſes of Parliament. 


25 1 a 


But 1 I bold e enough to ſay, that 
theſe Argent which 1 have pro- 
duced have never been confuted by 


any;of the writers or ſpeakers in the 


before, a rig 1 


The 


* 1 
The, em Sygrstre. for heran. 
ent charters. to the Provinces a arc 
A awarg to what, their principles, 
lead them. In an infant colony its 
preſent. vigepries are an con 


ng. ths 
greateſt j injury to * col lony to 1127 
low a Kang! to grant a charter which 1 
a Parliament could not controul.. 
By tying it down. to the cru . de no- | 
tions of its firſt plan, 18 5 very exiſ· 


tence of the colony might be in 


danger, all improvem s might t be 


L676 


checked, and it might be znabl, le to 
extend its ; influence, "wealth, or ot 


1111 9 


rn he. nosd 1⁰%ri vg 5 
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But as to expedience I do not 
pretend to judge. If the acts already 
1 paſſed ate deſtructive; the Britiſh 
Parliament no doubt has candour 
enough (upon the ſubmiſſion of the 
colonies) to repeal them If internal 
taxation is 6dious, another plan 
may be found out. If the receiving 
repreſentatives from America be 
practicable, why not admit it? If 
it is proper to incorporate the colo- 
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nies, and make them a part of the 
parent-ſtate inſtead of diſtinct pro- 
Il  vinces, ' why not: deliberate about 
li it? But that the colonies ſhould 
; plead a King's charter againſt the 
4 direction of King, Lords and 

| Commons, 


190 1 

Commons, is both abſurd, unconſti- 
tutional, and unjuſt, and ought to 
be oppoſed by every friend and well- 
wiſher to the Britiſh Empire. 
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